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. appeared 16 Month;:
~ Ago—Car Found
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"By ROBERT H. COLLINS
of the Post-Dispaich Staf
i Y STET OSSP ATINTE|
16 months ago of John R. Harrell
‘and seven members of his family
has been a frustrating case for
‘the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
ition, which has had as many as
‘100 agents working on it at one
{time, an authority connected with

ithe search told the Post-Duspatch
yesterday

1. Harrell was the wealthy leader
‘of the anti-Communist Christian| '
iConservative Church. . His auto-] i
.mobxle was found on a side road
lnear Springfield, I, April I,
11963, He was reported to have
jbeen carrying between $14,000
tand $20,000 at the time of his
dlsappaarance I

i Robert B. DePugh, natlonal "

R tont
Assgeinted Press X’pﬂto

thn R, 4Harre|l
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munists or CJA

“Shortly after Harccll's’ disap-
“pearance, DePugh offered a re-

"about the family's whereabouts.
DePugh, Norborne, Mo., is presi-
dent of B\xglab Corp., a. pharma-
ceutical firm.

Questioned by FBI ‘
DePugh said the FBI has ques~
jtioned him ‘many times about
<H‘anxﬁel‘1’-s disappearance, “FBL
'agents try to leave the impres-
sion they believe John is hxdmg

Friend Believes Har--
rell Is Held by Com-,

jward of $5000 for information |

1,

out,” DePugh said.

At the time of his disappear-:
ance, Harrell was en route to
Springfield for a conference with:
cfficials of the Internal Revenue’

% Service about income tax pmb-

-lems, Harrell operated a mauso-.
leum and construction business..
iHe had oil well and real estafte.

" i holdings.

sleader: of the Minutemen and
friend of Harrell, said he be-
‘lieved Harrel and his family are
ibeing held captive.
F Dead or In Hiding
Some law enforcement officials
;beheve that Harrell and his fam.
ixly are hiding. OLhers think they

“{"dont believe it is possxbla The FBI first showed offucxal
for a man and seven mombers|interest in the Harrell case last!
of his family to hidé from theNovember when he did not ap-
FBIL this long,” DePugh Smd‘;pear for trial in United States|
“It's almost impossible for one ‘district court at East St. Louis|

Aman to elude the FBI for thaton charges of harbormg an|

length of time, not to mention/ AWOL Marine.
two women and five children. » In August 1962, the FBI ‘and
The FBI officially entered the Illinois State Police raided Hare

O:  Imay be deads .. ... e |seaTCH last_November. . lrells Jooacre, estate, at Louls«x )
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